
Lone Mountain Families, 

 

There are hundreds of books that expose children to diverse characters and learning about how 

differences make our world rich and exciting. In the section at the bottom, I have included links 

to some websites that are devoted to curating collections of books with diverse characters 

(racial/ethnic, religious, gender, etc.). I give my own kids a book each year for their birthdays 

and at Christmas, and I use these websites to keep me in touch with excellent children’s 

literature. To help you wade through all of those, I have selected a few books that have direct 

applications to recent events, and generally cross a wide age range. As a parent, you can shape 

how you’d like the conversation to go with your child, but these are great places to get started. 

 

 One by Kathryn Otoshi. I read this to the 6th graders for their promotion 

ceremony this year. I was not thinking of it as a book with any sort of racial 

discrimination message when I chose it for our 6th graders, but when you read 

it in the context of recent events, it definitely takes on a new meaning. I 

HIGHLY recommend this book for anyone ages 1-101--we all need to learn to 

stand up for each other. 

 Something Happened in Our Town: This book specifically addresses 

white/black police violence. You can read a PDF version online. 

 “Each Kindness,” by Jacqueline Woodson. Illustrated by E.B. Lewis. This is one 

of my favorite books about taking advantage of every opportunity and looking 

out for the underdog. It’s better for kids to read about regrets and missed 

opportunities, than to live it first hand.  

 Separate is Never Equal by Duncan Tonatiuh I have not purchased this for my 

family library just yet, but it has been on my list for a long time. It traces the 

history of desegregation in school and has one just about all of the important 

children’s literature awards. Great for all ages. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SHBOThcjV_4G02cPoO5km7hknVfz9y3B/view?usp=sharing
https://www.apa.org/pubs/magination/441B228
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/299101/each-kindness-by-jacqueline-woodson-illustrated-by-e-b-lewis/
https://www.amazon.com/Separate-Never-Equal-Familys-Desegregation-ebook/dp/B00JMWQV7I/ref=sr_1_1?crid=39UOPMNOUB9NJ&dchild=1&keywords=separate+is+never+equal&qid=1591287453&sprefix=separate+is+never+e%2Caps%2C243&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Duncan-Tonatiuh/e/B00356FKSI?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1591287539&sr=8-1


 

Antiracist Baby - This one seems kind of silly as it is a board book, but it can 

teach everyone some new ideas, and in the simplest way. 

 

This short film (6 minutes) is based on the book, Hair Love, and won an Oscar 

this year. It is cute and has many strong messages. 

https://youtu.be/kNw8V_Fkw28 

  

Additional Resources 
https://www.amightygirl.com/ - This is one of my favorite sites for finding new books, but I have 

3 girls, and the site is definitely dedicated to children’s literature with strong female characters. 

Even so, there are several other categories, including some on race and diversity. I find the book 

reviews very helpful so that I can select books that address issues that I want to address. 

 

15 Books Addressing Injustices (Not just Race) for Grades 3 and Beyond: 

https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=great-books-social-justice-middle-grade 

 

A virtual event where authors talk about race with others 

https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=authors-organize-kid-lit-rally-for-black-lives-on-facebook-kwa

me-alexander-jason-reynolds-jacqueline-woodson 

 

CNN and Sesame Street are hosting a talk for young kids about race: 

https://www.popsugar.com/family/cnn-sesame-street-town-hall-about-racism-47526492 

 

22 Books For Teaching About Diversity, Inclusion, and Equality: 

https://www.popsugar.com/family/anti-racist-books-for-young-kids-47521156 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/AntiRacist-Baby-Ibram-X-Kendi/dp/0593110412
https://youtu.be/kNw8V_Fkw28
https://www.amightygirl.com/
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=great-books-social-justice-middle-grade
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=authors-organize-kid-lit-rally-for-black-lives-on-facebook-kwame-alexander-jason-reynolds-jacqueline-woodson
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=authors-organize-kid-lit-rally-for-black-lives-on-facebook-kwame-alexander-jason-reynolds-jacqueline-woodson
https://www.popsugar.com/family/cnn-sesame-street-town-hall-about-racism-47526492
https://www.popsugar.com/family/anti-racist-books-for-young-kids-47521156

